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Why a Case Report? 
• Simple 

 
• Easy 

 
• A gateway to research 

 
• Good for your CV 



What makes a great Case 
• Rare disease 

 
• Rare presentation of common disease 

 
• Rare treatment used 

 
• Rare outcome 

 



Things you’ll want to collect 
• Patient Consent 

 
• Attending Approval 

 
• Patient Medical Records 
▫ Presentation to discharge 
▫ Other Hospital Records 

• Images if available 
 



Then What? 
• Write it up 

 

• Editing 
 

• Poster 
 

• Submission for publication 
 



Writing it up? 
• Resources 
▫ BMJ Student Section 

http://student.bmj.com/student/view-
article.html?id=sbmj.b5274 

▫ Henry Cohen Primer 
http://www.ashp.org/s_ashp/docs/files/AJHP_H
enryCohen.pdf  
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Editing 
• Your preceptor  
▫ Don’t be surprised if this does not help 

 

• Your support group 
▫ Spouses, girlfriends, parents, etc. 

 

• Your School 
 

• Key is that it should be edited 3-5 times before 
you make a poster or submit it for publication 



Making Your Poster 
• Find a template 
▫ www.ohiocore.org 
▫ School 
▫ Hospital 

 

• 3ftx5ft is the typical size 
 

• Include pictures, labs, logos, etc. 
 

• Don’t just copy and paste your paper into the poster 
 

• Pick a Catchy Title 

http://www.ohiocore.org/


 





Now What? 
• Present Poster 
▫ FOEM Competition at Spring Conference 2013 
▫ Your States Osteopathic Conference 
 

• Submit to a Journal 
▫ Western Journal of Emergency Medicine 
▫ Journal of Emergency Medicine 
▫ Medscape Case Reports 



Summary  
• Case Reports have Validity 

 
• Can be a “Gateway” to Research 

 
• Can be rewarding ($$$) 

 
• Can be a way of setting yourself apart 
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